PRINCIPAL'S NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2009

Washington Township High School

Dear Parents/Guardians:

In beginning the 2009-2010 school year, we asked our staff and all of our students to try to
give an EXTRA DEGREE of effort in all that they did this year. We shared this idea. At 211
degrees, water is hot. At 212 degrees, it boils, and with boiling water, comes steam. Steam
can power a locomotive. Raising the temperature of water by one extra degree means the dif-
ference between something that is simply very hot and something that generates enough force
to power a machine. This simple metaphor should feed our every endeavor. It reminds us
that seemingly small things can make tremendous differences. We hope you will join us this
year in encouraging your sons/daughters to give that extra degree of effort in all that they do
this year both in and out of the classroom to achieve excellence.

As many of you may have heard, I will be retiring soon with my last day in the building
being November 13, so I will not write for another newsletter. I would like to take this time
to thank all of you for your constant support of our efforts at Washington Township High
School. Our partnership as parents and educators is critically important to the success of
your children. I encourage you to continue this support for my successor, Mr. Joseph Bollen-
dorf. As the next Principal, he will look forward to working closely with you.

In closing, I leave you with an Old Irish Saying: May the road rise up to meet you. May
the wind be always at your back. May the sun shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft
upon your fields, and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Sincerely,

L
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2009-2010 School Year Information

Cell Phones—Please be advised that students may not use cell phones anytime during the school day. (See student
handbook page 14.) If any student becomes ill during the school day, they must report to a school nurse. The nurse
will notify the parents.

Locker Search—Please be aware that student lockers in Washington Township High School are the property of the
school district and are subject to random searches as conducted as part of our efforts to ensure the safety and well
being of our students, as well as to ensure a drug-free and weapon-free school environment.

Student Planner/Handbook—On opening day, all students received a copy of the 2009-10 Student Planner/Handbook.
We kindly request that parents review the handbook together with their child to familiarize themselves with important
information about our high school, its programs, services, and policies.

School Nurse Reminders

If your child requires medication, either prescription or over the counter, during the school day the following proce-
dure must be followed: 1. A letter of authorization must be submitted by the parent/guardian and physician to be filed
in the Nurse’s Office. The physician’s information must include name of medication, dose to be given, time interval of
administration, and reason for medication administration. 2. Medication should be brought to the school in the original
container and appropriately labeled by the pharmacy or physician and given to the school nurse to ensure proper
use. Students may not carry medication while at school unless authorized by the physician and parent/guardian and ap-
proved by the school officials. 3. When purchasing medication from retail store or pharmacy, be sure to check expira-
tion date. Request a medication with an expiration date that will make medication available throughout the school
year. 4. All medications held by the nurse for school year 2009-2010 need to be picked up by the last student day. Any
medications not picked up will be discarded by the nurse. Any “controlled” medications MUST be picked up by the par-
ent/guardian. The medication form is available online at the district web site under the “For Parents” section.

If your child becomes ill in school and needs to go home, a parent or a parent designee will be contacted by the
Nurse’s Office. In order to expedite this, it is imperative that the Nurse’s Office has an emergency card on file for each
student. Please check with your child to be sure that the card has been completed, signed by a parent/guardian, and sub-
mitted to the Nurse’s Office.

If you wish to change any information on the emergency card, please contact the appropriate nurse’s office. Mrs.
Raftery-11/12 Wing #7044, Mrs. Cotton-9/10 Wing #7632.
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In a continued attempt to utilize our available technology, as well as to conserve our use of paper, the high
school will no longer print a paper copy of student report cards. As you know, parents/guardians may follow your
son/daughter’s academic progress on a regular basis through the Parent Log-in to Power School. We encourage
you to continue to follow your child’s progress, as well as to communicate with your child’s teachers. If any par-
ent would like a paper report of your child’s grades, please call our Guidance Office #7420, and a report will be

mailed to you.

In an attempt to increase our academic rigor, as well as to prepare your sons/daughters for
post secondary education, WTHS will administer mid-term exams during a four day exam
schedule during the last week of the first semester. Two exam periods per day of 120 min-
utes each will be scheduled on February 1, 2, 3, 4, 2010. The days will be early dismissal to
allow students to adequately prepare for these exams. Final exams will be administered dur-

POWER SCHOOL
PAPERLESS GRADING PROCEDURES

Mid-Term and Final Exams

ing the last week of school in a similar fashion.

Both mid-term and final exams will be stand alone grades and will be recorded as such in
all teachers’ gradebooks. Each of our 4 marking periods will be counted as 20%, and each
of the exams will be counted as 10% of the year end final grade. The chart below is an ex-

ample of how a typical Y1 final grade would be calculated.

MP1

MP2

Mid-Term

MP3

MP4

Final Exam

Final Grade

95

90

85

90

85

95

90

We hope you will join us in encouraging your children to do their best throughout the
school year including exam days.

End of Marking Period Dates

1st MP—Tuesday, November 17, 2009
2nd MP—Friday, February 5, 2010

3rd MP—Friday, April 16, 2010
4th MP—Thursday, June 17, 2010




SAT Administrative Dates

Students are advised that the SAT will be adminis-
tered this school year on the following Saturdays listed
below. You may pick up a registration bulletin in the
Guidance office or register online at
www.collegeboard.com

Test Dates Registration Deadline
*November 7 October 1

December 5 October 30

January 23 December 15

*March 13 February 4

*May 1 March 25

*June 5 April 29
*administered at WTHS

SAT Review Program

Two SAT Review Programs are available for the 2009-
2010 school year. The cost of the program is $40.00.
Checks are payable to WTHS fund/SAT Review. These
two programs will be open to junior students first. Reg-
istration begins in Guidance on the following days:

Registration begins: March 15, 2010
SAT Review program: *April 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28
SAT Test: May 1, 2010

Registration begins: April 19, 2010
SAT Review Program: *May 18, 19, 25, 26, June 1, 2
SAT Test: June 5, 2010

*Program dates subject to change

The WTHS Guidance Department will be hosting a Financial Aid Night for interested parents on
Thursday, December 3, 2009, at 7:00 PM in 11/12 Auditorium

-~ Welcome to another great school year at WTHS. The PTO has already been actively involved in sev-
<. eral events here at the high school. Our first event was Back to School Night, where we provided
ﬁj%m ~snacks and refreshments for all parents in attendance. Thank you to all who joined the PTO that

«|

* night. Our membership campaign was very successful.

Our second big event of the year was held on Sunday, October 4. It was our 4th annual Taste of Washington

Township. We had another great turnout this year with 30 vendors participating and approximately 500 people

in attendance. There was lots of food for all! Thanks, again, to our high school’s “House Band” for entertaining

all of the guests throughout the evening. The music was great!

Please check the PTO’s e-board for additional information on meetings and upcoming events.

library Baoa b

Does your child borrow materials from the IMC? Try out a new service!

The Library EIf. Why Use Library EIf?

Elf notifies you by e-mail or text message when holds are ready, items are due, or are overdue.

How Do | Get Started?

From the IMC home page, click on catalogs, scroll down to Library Elf, and complete the sign up form. Your library

card number is your student ID number, and the password is your last name.

HUNGER DOESN’'T TAKE A HOLIDAY

The IMC will be hosting a school-wide service project. From October 5th to November 20th, we are asking for

non-perishable food items to help support the Food Bank of NJ. Boxes will be in the IMC and in the Main Offices.




In Our Classrooms

/\/

WTHS Awarded $500,000
Teaching American History Grant

/_\_/

As recipients of the Teaching American History Grant sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education,
the Washington Township Middle and High School Social Studies and English Departments will benefit
from a variety of rich professional development experiences, professional library, online instructional re-

sources, and summer field trips. Pursuing the theme of "Literacy through History," the professional ex-
periences will encourage cross-curricular articulation and instruction. Dedicated to the memory of Ida B.
Wells, daughter of former slaves and the first African-American woman to refuse to give up her seat on a
segregated train, long before Rosa Parks, this $500,000 grant spans three years with the possibility of a
two-year extension, totaling $835,000. Approximately 30 middle and high school teachers will be deep-
ening their understanding of American history content, exploring historic sites, and designing state-of-
the-art curricular units. Notable speakers will present fall and spring colloquia—featuring scholars, such
as Dr. Yohuru Williams, author and university professor. As an alternative funding source, the TAH
grant pays all expenses related to the grant—at no cost to the district.

—

We are pleased to have been accepted to participate in the NJDOE World Language High School
Pilot. Approximately 50 of our students will be tested 3 times in the next 4 years to help us to evaluate
linguistic proficiency levels of our students. The accompanying professional development will assist
us in learning various strategies to improve student performance. We are very excited about this
opportunity.

—_

On March 24, Mrs. Carchidi’s students took part in a special viewing of the commercially released film
Defiance starring Daniel Craig. The film highlighted the efforts of the Bielski Brothers, whose partisan
group established a resistance movement in the forest of what is now Belorussia after the slaughter of their
parents and other relatives by the Nazis. Due to their efforts, they saved the lives of 1,200 Jews and over-

came starvation, disease, and other horrific obstacles. After viewing the film, one of the Bielski survivors,
who was only 10 years old when she and her family sought refuge in the forest encampment, addressed the
students and answered questions. She related the heroic efforts of Tuvia Bielski who sent emissaries to in-
filtrate the Jewish ghettos, recruited new members to join the group, and rallied all the members as they
fended off Nazi patrols and air raids. It is believed that some 75,000 people descended from the survivors
of the Bielski partisan group.

The event was funded through a grant provided by the Goodwin Holocaust Museum in Cherry Hill, NJ.




Dance Club

This year, the Dance Club is beginning with over 100 dancers ready to experience a variety
of dance opportunities that reach beyond their daily dance class curriculum. For example, we
already have 2 different events running after school. Students are currently rehearsing for the
Annual Spirit Parade, and our dancers are also taking advantage of additional technique
classes offered after school by Ms. Romann and Ms. Jackson. These classes will help to in-

crease their dance skills and help to prepare them for upcoming performances.

Currently, donations being made by members of the Club are being given to the Indigenous Pitch
Dance Collective, Inc. This is a collective of Philly-based dance companies whose goal is to perform works
of artistic excellence that reflect and highlight the diversity of the city and its native, homegrown dance
styles. Through the art of dance, they seek to assist and nurture children who have been affected by natu-
ral and/or social-economic disasters. Our donations will specifically go to the collective’s New Orleans pro-
ject, which provides arts opportunities for children in need. The Dance Club hopes to help many other
organizations throughout the year.

Beginning in November, students in the Dance Club will begin to participate in auditions for select
ensembles. This year, these ensembles will include Contemporary, Lyrical, Jazz, Pointe, Modern, Hip-Hop,
Irish Step, and Belly Dancing.

New Science Lab

The Biology Lab classroom, F6, received a complete renovation over the summer. The construction costs to-
taled approximately $125,000 and were funded through the 2004 referendum. Students are already benefiting
from the upgrades made to this classroom.




The Minutemen Marching Band is off to a great start. After one of the most productive band camps in recent
memory this past August, the band is off to a great start to their competitive season. In addition to performing at
the Varsity Football Games, the band will be competing at Collingswood HS, Cumberland Regional HS, Eastern
Regional HS, the Delaware Valley Regional at Upper Darby HS, the Yamaha Cup at Giants Stadium, the NJ State
Championships here at WTHS, and the Northern States Championships at Allentown, PA. In addition, the band
is also preparing for participation in this year’s AT&T Cotton Bowl in Dallas, Texas. The trip will occur over the
holiday break and includes a field show competition, parade competition, and a massed band halftime performance
during the Cotton Bowl game. In addition, the students will get to take in some of the local sites that Dallas has to
offer. Through our booster organization, the band has set up numerous fundraisers to offset the cost to the stu-
dents. Please consider attending one of our fundraisers or giving a donation towards this award winning program.
More information on the band’s competition season and their Dallas, Texas, trip can be found on their website at
www.wthsminutemenband.com.

AIR FORCE . \
JUNIOR ROTC
On Wednesday, September 23, the Washington Township High School’s New Jersey 932 Air Force Junior

ROTC unit’s Cadet Commander and his staff attended the Town Council meeting. Mayor Matthew P. Lyons
honored the ROTC unit by issuing a proclamation recognizing Junior ROTC for excellence in the classroom,

support of Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, providing a color guard for all Township Veteran’s activities, assisting
Township voters on Election Day, and sixteen years of service to the community.

Additionally, Mr. Joseph Rullo, Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, presented the Junior ROTC unit
with a plaque recognizing its values of citizenship, service to the community and the United States, personal re-
sponsibility, and sense of accomplishment.

Our thanks to the Council, the Mayor, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and its Commander for their recognition of
our accomplishments since our inception in 1993.

v

Mrs. Deborah Carchidi led a group of WTHS graduates to Ireland, Wales, and England over the summer. The
students kissed the Blarney Stone, shopped till they dropped, danced with other high school seniors at their prom
in Wales, walked across Abbey Road in London, and so much more. A great time was had by all.

1 The French Club will be visiting the French restaurant La Campagne in Cherry Hill on Thursday,
é October 22™. French Club members will be enjoying some fine French Cuisine. As an appetizer,
they will have a choice of the soup du jour or a salad with lavender dressing. For the main dish, they

i can choose from Salmon in a fine herb sauce, Chicken in a creamy mushroom sauce, or Boeuf Bour-
@’\ guignon. La Campagne is known for serving fresh, in-season vegetables with its delicious entrees. For
dessert, they will serve the students a beautifully decorated dish with three smaller versions of their delicious

favorites.

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley by Israel Horovitz will be presented by the Way-Off Broadway Players
on November 19, 20, 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the 11/12 Auditorium. Seating is general admission, and tickets are

2

only $5 each. So mark your calendars now and get ready to enter in the holiday spirit with one of the

l(’) »

treasures of the season.




Student Council

School is back in session, which means that the Student Council Executive Board is as well. However, our school
year began a little earlier than September 8. In August, our Executive Board met to welcome our five new freshmen
and seven new upperclassmen. As a result of these new members, Student Council now has the biggest Executive
Board on record with 34 members. At the summer meeting, we discussed ideas for the annual Senior-Kickoff dance
and decided on a Hollywood theme—complete with paparazzi and security. The theme for the Homecoming Dance
was also decided upon. “Don’t Stop the Music” by Rhianna will be pounding from the speakers on the night of the
dance. Ideas for our Spirit Parade theme were also discussed but cannot be revealed! The theme is a secret held
tightly by Executive Board members. However, it can be anticipated that this year’s theme will receive quite a few
laughs from the audience.

Now that school is in session, the ideas formulated during the summer are being put into action. We've purchased
and made our decorations for the Senior Kickoff dance and have sent out the ballots for this year’s Homecoming
Court. The council is also preparing to ask for homeroom representatives to act as our voice in the individual home-
rooms. Both new and returning representatives are welcome.

Because Student Council has so many events of which to be proud, we are currently working to improve our adver-
tising. To do this, we are updating our E-board and sending messages through Facebook. We also update our three
bulletin boards frequently, hang flyers up throughout the school, and make important announcements over the daily
morning announcements.

With the new school year just begun, Student Council is eagerly looking forward to a great year with many exciting
events.

National Honor Society E DECA

The National Honor Society is off to a great start for ~ W THS DECA and its advisors, Mrs. Melanie Olivo and
the 2009-2010 school year! One of the first activities ~Mrs. Rosalyn Gill, are pleased to announce its 2009-2010

of the year was the Freshmen Visitation that took Executive Board: John Rey, President; Tom Gill, Vice
place at the end of August. Our NHS Executive President-Vocational Understanding/Leadership; Gina
Board members gave tours and answered questions Remini, VP-Civic Consciousness; Vince Basile, VP-Social
for the incoming freshmen during the last few days of Intelligence. Other Board members include: Reesa David,
SUMMET. Christian Gerace, Katie Gill, Gerry Guzzo, Chelsea John-

son, Shea Mallison, Lauren McSorley, Gianna Orsimarsi,

Upcoming events include our 6th annual Back to ]
and Lisa Patrone.

School Night Dinner for faculty and staff and our
participation in Washington Townshlp Cleanup Day The DECA membership driVe WIH run from September 23
on Saturday, October 10. through October 9. Dues are $20.00 and membership

. _ forms are available in the students’ business classes.
The NHS is pleased to announce our Executive

Board for the 2009-2010 school year: Upcoming October events include: Induction Ceremony,
October 20, Project “WT,” and the Senior Care Center
Halloween Activity. DECA will also be sponsoring a
“Tailgating Party” prior to the October 16 Homecoming
Football Game. Proceeds will benefit Clayton’s Hope.
Please visit our E-Board for more announcements.

Christopher Baldwin, Diana Brown, Rachel Brown,
Nikki Marie Caltabiano, Tracy Chranowski, Chelsea
Earley, Matthew Griechen, Julia Hahn, Erin Hills,
Kevin Lucero, Samantha Miller, Kimberly Poolos.

We look forward to an exciting school year!

Senior Kyle Bunting has been selected by his Social Studies teachers to participate in the 4th Legislative
District’s Enrichment Program. Working with the staff of Senator Madden, Assemblyman Moriarty, and
Assemblywoman Love, Kyle will witness the inner-workings of state legislators’ offices and gain insight into
the services they provide.



Mahesh Vallath
Semifinalist— 2010 National Merit Scholarship Program

Commended Students in the 2010 National Merit Scholarship Program
Chelsea Earley, Mathew Griechen, Amanda Harvie, Brooks Kinch,

Steven Morrone, Hillary White
@ @

Vincent Dana—2010 National Achievement Program Outstanding Participant

@ Graduation News @

Dear Parents of the 2010 Senior Class!

On Wednesday, November 18, The Senior Class Photo (The Big Picture with the entire senior class) will be
taken during 1* period in the 9/10 Gym. This will be followed by a brief Class meeting. Students will be dis-
missed from homeroom to the Gym by P.A. announcement. Order blanks will be distributed through homeroom
earlier in that week. Cost of the photo alone is $17. Additional items will be extra. Checks made out to Chap-
pell with completed order forms will be collected on the day of the photo as the students enter the Gym. All mate-
rials will be shipped directly to the student’s home address. Therefore, it is imperative that the order forms are
filled out clearly and accurately. The purchase of this photo is optional!

On Tuesday, December 1, and Wednesday, December 2, orders will be taken for student Cap and Gowns during
all lunch periods in the Senior Cafeteria. The fee is $25 payable by cash or check. If paying with a check, the
check should be made out to WTHS STUDENT FUND C/G. Any student who does not have a scheduled
lunch or who leaves school early, should see Mr. Hudock in Room A-4 to order his/her Cap and Gown. Each
order includes 1 cap, 1 gown, and 2 tassels. All Cap and Gown materials are kept by the student. They do not
have to be returned after the ceremony. Any Cap and Gown orders placed after January 8, 2010, will cost $30.
Please encourage your student to order his/her Cap and Gown early to avoid the price increase. This is a require-
ment to participate in the Graduation ceremony!

If you would like to order Graduation Announcements now is the time! Information packets will be distributed
through Homerooms in advance. During your lunch periods on December 1 and December 2 Company reps
will be on hand to assist with the ordering and to take orders for Graduation Announcements and other memora-
bilia. These are the only two days these materials will be available for order. This is a separate check made out to
HerffJones. The amount is dependent upon what is ordered. These materials will be delivered to the school in
middle to late May and will be distributed to the students from Room A-11.

Be sure to check the Graduation News e-board for any additional information you may need. Thank You for
your cooperation!

Mzr. Hudock, Senior Class Advisor for Graduation
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WTHS Orchestra—Concert Tour of Austria

Question: An unusual sight was noticed by Township residents passing by Washington Township High School the
morning of June 24. They saw a crowd of students, parents, and teachers wearing red tee shirts that read “WTHS
Orchestra: Austria Trip Summer 2009,” lots of string instruments and other musical equipment, piles of luggage,
and an over-sized tour bus. What was going on?

Answer: WTHS Orchestra students and parent chaperones, under the direction of WTHS Orchestra Director Judy
Barnett and former Cherry Hill East Orchestra Director Bridget Kasinskas, were heading to JFK airport to fly to
Vienna for a 10 day concert tour of Austria!

The group returned safe and sound on July 3 with photos, souvenirs, stories to share with their families and
friends, and experiences they will remember for the rest of their lives. The tour was incredibly successful and excit-
ing. The orchestra’s first of its four Austrian performances was in front of Vienna’s famous Schonbrunn Palace.
The musicians were still jet-lagged and a bit nervous, but the large and enthusiastic crowd made them feel welcome
and appreciated. Austrian audiences loved the alllAmerican repertoire: Beach Boys songs, jazz standards, and selec-
tions by well-known American composers.

The trip also included plenty of time for sight-seeing. The group traveled on a beautiful double-decker bus owned
and driven by Tony, the charming and accomplished bus driver. They went to Eisenstadt to visit Esterhazy Palace,
where Joseph Haydn was the resident composer for 30 years and to Salzberg, Mozart’s hometown and the city of
The Sound of Music. Next, the group traveled southward to visit and perform in two beautiful small towns in the
Alps. One of the trip’s highlights was definitely taking a cable car ride to the top of one of the mountains and play-
ing in the snow!

All the participants enjoyed the trip tremendously and agreed that the experience was an enriching, once-in-a-
lifetime event.




ATHLETIC TEAM NOTES

Football

e Current record 4-0. Ranked 7" in South Jersey

Junior, Nick Valori, was selected as the Courier Post “Player of the Week”

BO}[S Soccer Current record 4,4,1 ]
Girls Soccer Boys Soccer Coach, Tom Patterson, is
e Current record 83. Ranked 6™ in South Jersey celebrating his 39th vear of coachin

at WTHS.

Field Hockey
e Current record 7-1. Ranked 2™ in South Jersey
Seniors, Lisa Patrone and Laura Rose, were featured in a Courier Post article on September 12, 2009

Boys Cross Country

e Current record 1-2. Ranked 8" in South Jersey
Team placed 16™ out of 150 schools in the prestigious Shore Coaches Invitational

Girls Cross Country

e Current record 1-2. Ranked 16™ in South Jersey
Team placed 19% out of 150 schools in the prestigious Shore Coaches Invitational

Gymnastics

Current record 3-1
Girls Volleyball
Current record 6-4

Girls Tennis

e Current record 9-4. Ranked 9" in South Jersey. Team qualified for the State Tournament defeating Shawnee in
the 1 round advancing to play Mainland in the 2™ round. Gloucester County Champions for the 4™ year in a row.

Ali Salkowski qualified for the State Individual Tournament. Team competed in the Olympic Conference tourna-
ment and had an outstanding day, best finish in girls’ history. Making All conference honors by advancing to the
semifinals were Ali Salkowski, Janel Eldridge, Christina Liuzzi, Erica Venuti, and Angelia Umali

For the High School events, go to DynaCal

Go to our website, www.wtps.org, click on High School, on right WTHS Information, click on

DynaCal(High School Calendar)

To be eligible for interscholastic sports, a student must be
passing 15 credits for the first semester and a total of 30 cred-
its for the year. For updated school information, please visit
our website: www.wtps.org and click on the high school link.
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educational opportunities because of race, creed, color national origin, ancestry, martial status, sex, or handicap.




